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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 To consider a motion on historic graveyards, which will be referred to the Committee by the 

Council at its meeting on 3rd February.   

 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 The Committee is requested to: 

 Consider the motion and if the proposal is agreed a report on how this would be 

facilitated, resourced and managed will be brought back. 

 

3.0 
 

Main Report 
 

3.1 

 

 

3.2 

 

At the Council meeting on 3rd February, the following motion was proposed by Councillor 

McAteer and seconded by Councillor Magee: 

 

“This Council is deeply concerned about the serious neglect of two of our Belfast Historic 

Cemeteries, namely Balmoral and Clifton Street. In Balmoral Cemetery, many headstones and 
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3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

3.5 

 

monuments are dilapidated and many of the Victorian iron surrounds have been damaged and 

suffer from rust. The railway and northern embankments at Balmoral are completely covered 

with undergrowth, making it impossible to locate the graves in these sections. Clifton Street 

Cemetery suffers from a similar set of conditions, the undergrowth along its perimeter walls is 

accelerating the deterioration of a number of headstones and tablets. Often, when 

environmental work is carried out, rubbish is left on graves near the entrance.  

 

Given the historical importance and worth of these burial grounds to the narrative of our Belfast 

history, it is proposed that the Council organise a tour of the two cemeteries for Members; 

prepare a maintenance and conservation plan; provide a report on the plan and costs and set 

a timeframe for the completion of the required works.”  

 

In accordance with Standing Order 13(f), the motion will be referred without debate to the 

People and Communities Committee. 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 

None associated with this report. 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

None  

 

4.0 Appendices - Documents Attached 
 

  
None  
 

 


